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Subject: Message of Solidarity Following the Crans-Montana Tragedy 

 

Dear Ms. Ley and colleagues of the Swiss Nurses Association (SBK-ASI), 

On behalf of the Board and staff of the International Council of Nurses (ICN), we extend our 

heartfelt condolences and our deepest solidarity following the tragic fire in Crans-Montana, 

which has claimed many lives and left many more injured. 

We recognise that this is an international tragedy, with victims and families from Switzerland 

and from around the world. In the face of this devastating event, nurses and health 

professionals across Switzerland have once again stepped forward with extraordinary 

courage, professionalism, and compassion. Your swift response, tireless efforts, and 

unwavering commitment to caring for the injured and supporting grieving families exemplify 

the very essence of the nursing profession. 

We are also deeply aware of the immense pressure this tragedy has placed on health 

services, with hospitals operating at full capacity and emergency care continuing over many 

days. The mobilisation of nurses, other emergency services, and additional support from 

across Switzerland and from neighbouring countries stands as a powerful testament to 

solidarity, cooperation, and shared humanity in moments of profound crisis. 

ICN stands firmly beside the Swiss Nurses Association (SBK-ASI) and the entire nursing 

community in Switzerland. In moments like these, the global nursing family comes together. 

You are not alone. We stand with you, and we will continue to advocate for the recognition, 

protection, and resources that nurses and health professionals need as they care for others 

under the most challenging circumstances. 

Please convey our deepest sympathy to all those affected, and our sincere appreciation to 

every nurse and health worker responding to this tragedy. 

With deepest sympathy and unwavering support, 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Dr José Luis Cobos Serrano    Howard Catton 

President    Chief Executive Officer  
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